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OYS ASKETBALL IRLS ASKETBALL

IRLS 

2019-2020 WINTER
SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

Won 20+ games, crowned share of the COC
Championship with Joplin, inducted into the Mo.
Sports Hall of Fame and finished as the Class 5
District 11 runners-up. Josh Mason, Jason Jones
and Kaleb Wofford received All-District honors.
Evann Long (3rd), Mason (1st) and Jones (2nd)
received All-COC honors.

Won 13 games, placed second in the Olathe
East (KS) Lady Hawks Invitational and finished
as the the Class 5 District 11 runners-up. Gabby
Nielsen and Ali Kamies received All-District
honors. Emily Edwards (Special), Katie Kamies
(Defensive), Nielsen (2nd) and Kamies (1st)
received All-COC honors. 

 IVING

Abby Rock and Lill ie Blevins qualified and
competed at State. Rock placed tenth and
Blevins placed 16th, receiving All-State
honorable mention. First-year diver Rock also
became the first diver in Nixa history to win 
the COC Title, qualify for state with an
automatic cut and set the program's best 
finish ever at state.
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IRLS 

OYS 

2019-2020 WINTER
SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS

IRLS RESLTING

Zan Fugitt finished as the Class 4 106-lb Runner-Up. Peyton
Moore, Deagan Fugitt and John Gholson also qualified and
competed at state. Moore (113-lb) finished sixth.

Ashlyn Eli won the Class 4 103-lb State Championship,
becoming Nixa's first-ever girl's state champion and
finished the year undefeat in Mo. at 36-0. Kirsten Fugitt
and Harmony Rust also qualified and competed at state.
Fugitt placed fourth and Rust placed sixth.
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 WIMMING

The 200 and 400 Freestyle Relay team of Ellie Turnbull, Ellie
Jett, Sloane Lawson and Payge Plank qualified and
competed at State. The 200 Medley Relay team of Reece
Vess, Brianna Connell, Jett and Plank qualified for state.
Tunbull also qualified and competed individually in the 100
Freestyle. The 400 relay team and Turnbull both placed
15th, receiving All-State Honorable Mention. The 400 relay
team also won the COC Title, while setting a new COC
record.

RESLTING

Pat Dailey/
Headliner Sports



Baseball has had a huge impact on me
because it has taught me to never give up
and if you work hard at something, then
good things can happen. The coaches also
have had a huge impact on me because I
wouldn’t be where I am today without 
them.

Baseball has had a major impact in my life
because it has shaped me and I am very
grateful for that.ZEKE 

BERMAN

When did you begin playing baseball and why?

When I was about five because my dad
played in college and he wanted me to 
try it out.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The competitiveness and relationships 
I’ve built over the years.

 
What is your greatest strength?

The ability to stay in the game and not
let one mistake affect how I play.

 
What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Lion King.
 

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
during your time at Nixa?

Beating Willard in 14 innings.
 

What will you miss most about your team and 
is there anything you would like to tell them?

The relationships we all had for sure. It
was a fun ride while it lasted and thank
you for the memories.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It has impacted me slightly. I am still 
able to throw on my throwing program
that I’ve done throughout all the
offseason. I just take this time to keep
getting better and prepare for the
summer. The lack of live batters will
affect me but I’m not too worried 
about it.

 
What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing most?

I have played a lot of catch. I miss 
playing baseball and being able to
hangout with my friends.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

I have a lot of players on the team I
would be with. They are all hard 
workers and I enjoy them all.

 
What is your advice to the underclassmen?

You can’t have a million-dollar dream
with a minimum wage work ethic.

When did you begin playing baseball and why?

When I was was eleven because my dad
wanted me to do it.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

Pitching because I can control the
game.

 
What is your greatest strength?

My fastball.
 

What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Lion King.
 

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

Memory is hitting a home run junior
year and achievement is JV CY Young.

 
Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

Deca.
 

What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Take nothing for granted.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It has pretty much canceled my senior
season. It has affected me a lot because
I spent a lot of time this offseason
preparing and working out and
throwing every day to have a good
senior season but it is not going to
happen.

 
What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing most?

I have worked a lot and still lifted and
thrown over the quarantine. I am
missing the team practices and games
the most.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Joe Reid. We click really well and he
helps me with my pitching and I help
him catching by throwing bullpens to
him and we lift a lot together.

 
What will you miss most about your team and
is there anything you would like to tell them?

The brotherhood and I'm going to miss
playing for and with all of you.

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Pitcher

"Ace is the 'ace' of
our staff this year.
With him on the

mound, I feel
confident we can

beat anyone," 
Coach Daugherty.

After graduation, Ace
will be continuing his

baseball and academic
career at Missouri
State University.

"Zeke has
transformed his
career over the
past two years

and would've seen
plenty of innings," 
Coach Daugherty.

After graduation, Zeke
will be continuing his

baseball and academic
career at State Fair

Community College.

ACE 
AKERS

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Pitcher
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"Caleb possesses a
wicked knuckle-
ball and looked

like he was
determined to be
a two-way guy
this season," 

Coach Daugherty.

After graduation, 
Caleb will be attending

the University of
Missouri to go to

Dental School.

"Cole throws with
an unorthodox
delivery, which

makes it tough for
hitters to pick up
the ball out of his

hand," Coach
Daugherty.

After graduation, Cole
will be continuing his

baseball and academic
career at McKendree

University.
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CALEB
CROCKETT

Nixa Eagles Baseball, P/IF Baseball has helped me learn to be more
accountable for myself. I've that if I want
something, I'm going to have to work for it
and keep working until I get there. It's not
going to be handed to you.

When did you begin playing baseball and why?

I started playing baseball when I was
around five or six.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The atmosphere. Baseball has a
different feel that’s like none other
than any other sport. It’s unique and I
love it.

 
What is your greatest strength?

My mindset.
 

What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Lion King.
 

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

Playing varsity ball for the first time.
 

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

Band and Choir.
 

What will you miss most about your team?

The late nights traveling with the team.

COLE 
FLEISCHMAN

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Pitcher

When did you begin playing baseball and why?

Since I was able to be on a baseball
diamond. My dad was really into the
sport and wanted me to follow his
footsteps.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The overall fact that you have to stay
committed to the process and
developing your skills.

 
What is your greatest strength?

My ability to pitch.
 

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

When Zeke "lost his wallet" on the bus.
My greatest achievement was making
the team all four years of school, even if
the the last one got cut short.

 
What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Don't blink, it will be over before you
know it.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you? 

It has made a huge impact in my day-to-
day life. It has given me a lot of free
time to work on myself. I have had a
huge chunk of my life ripped out from
under me. Baseball was an everyday
thing when the season rolls around, and
the season truly never came.

 
What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing most?

Working on my skills as a pitcher to help
me when summer baseball comes. I
have picked up a new hobby of disc
golf. I miss hanging out with friends. I
miss the consistency of baseball
everyday. I miss fun times, the bad
times, with the team.
 

What would you like to tell your team?
 

It's been real boys. Thanks for the
friendships and the memories. Coaches,
thank you for helping my development
as a player. Thank you for the advice
you gave and thank you for being there
for us.

Baseball has taught me many things. The
most valuable thing is to be a teammate
and my coaches have helped me develop as
a player and a person. Nixa has been a
really good place to be.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

I was really disappointed when I found
out I wasn’t going to be able to have a
senior season. Without baseball, there
isn’t a whole lot for me to do so it’s very
difficult not having baseball as my past
time. 
 
I’ve gone out and played catch and took
some hacks with a buddy of mine a few
times. I really miss having our bus rides
back from games.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Braydon Leggett. He’s one of my best
friends and I’m glad I was able to spend
a few seasons with him and look
forward to more years as buds..

 
What would you like to tell your team?

I love y'all and will miss all of you guys. I
wouldn’t be the person I am today
without y’all. Thank you for everything.
 

What is your advice to the underclassmen? 

Take. Your. Time. Enjoy every moment.



My greatest strength is my teammates. I
never want to let them down and they
always hype you up when you do something
well. It adds to my game and pushes me to
do better. It's been fun every year battling
and competing with them.

I started at a very young age. My dad loved
baseball and wanted us to grow up playing
like he did. I play to hopefully make him
proud up in heaven and play for the Glory
of God.

"Jake is one of
our top pitchers,
who possesses a
good arm and

good power with a
mid-80s fastball,"
Coach Daugherty.

After graduation, Jake
aspires to earn a

collegiate baseball
scholarship and pursue

a degree in Sports
Marketing.

"Braydon is one of
the fastest players
on the team, has a
very strong arm
and can hit for

average and
power," Coach

Daugherty.

BRAYDON
LEGGETT

Nixa Eagles Baseball, OF/P

After graduation,
Braydon will be

attending Mizzou to
further his education

and rugby career.

JAKE
JOST

Nixa Eagles Baseball, P/IF
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When did you begin playing baseball and why?

I was around age three. My dad would
always bring me to my brothers games
and we would work on just hitting
tennis balls in the grass. I looked up to
my brother and wanted to mimic what
he did on the field growing up.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

How something so minor can become
so huge in the outcome of a game and
the competition that playing comes with
is huge, always wanting to perform at a
high level to help the team win.

 
What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Don't take any moment on the field for
granted because you never know when
it will end. Always work hard to do your
best and learn from your mistakes.
 

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Deca, where I took second at Districts,
and Nixa's E-Sports team.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you? 

It's definitely been an adjustment period
not being able to have fun with my
teammates everyday. It's hard to find
open spots to go be able to hit and throw
often, and sometimes the weather
doesn't cooperate. I've done a lot of
baseball work to stay in shape.
 

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

 
Zeke Berman because he is by far one of
the funniest people on the team. He also
would be someone who could invent
things to do to pass by the boredom.
 

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

Our 14-inning game vs Willard. It was
such a huge game for the team because
they were ahead of us in rankings at the
time and fueled us to keep getting better
because it was so close. My achievement
is being a student-athlete. I have received
an Academic Letter every year at Nixa,
and lettered two times for baseball.

What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The strong relationships you make with
teammates, knowing so many guys
have my back keeps me going and
working hard.

 
What is your greatest strength?

I have a very strong arm.
 

What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Chicken Little.

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
during your time at Nixa?

 
Throwing the last out in the
championship game eighth grade year.
 

What impact has baseball and the coaches
played in your life and why?

 
Baseball is basically my whole life, other
than God and family, it’s all I do. I’ve
grown up playing, and even though I'm
taking another sport route for college,
baseball will always be a huge part of
life.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

Not being able to play with my
teammates is really hard. Senior year is
supposed to be the best year, possibly
not getting a season is really hard to deal
with.

Getting out and staying active is a huge
part of my quarantine, using this time to
get into the best shape of my life.
 

What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Don’t let people change the way you
think. Stay true to you. The moment you
start to believe the negative things they
say you’ve already lost. Prove them
wrong and give all your effort in
everything you do.

What will you miss most about your team and is
there anything you would like to tell them?

 
The fun we’d have in the dugouts and on
the field. I can’t wait to see all the great
things you'll achieve in your lives. Coach
Daugherty thanks for never giving up on
me and pushing me to better myself.



"Evann is one of
our top defensive
infielders, but is

athletic enough to
play anywhere. He

can really do it
all," Coach
Daugherty.

After graduation,
Evann will be

continuing his baseball
and academic career at

Pittsburg State
University.

Baseball has meant a lot to me throughout
the years because it gave me all these
teammates/friends that I know for sure
have my back, and I want to tell them don't
think you won't be hearing from me in the
future. Coaches, thank you for the
opportunities and believing in me.

KRISTIAN
RAMEY

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Pitcher

EVANN 
LONG

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Infielder

"Kristian has a
fastball that can

reach 82mph
along with late-

breaking off-
speed pitches to go

with it," Coach
Daugherty.

After graduation,
Kristian will continue to
pursue his acting and

social media influencer
dreams.
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I've learned a lot from all of my coaches
while I've played at Nixa. We have some
great coaches that put a lot of time into
making us better players. Nixa has been a
great place to play. The fans and facilities
are great.

When did you begin playing baseball?

I started playing sports before I even
started school.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The competitiveness. I like playing
against tough competition and meeting
people from other schools.
 

What is your greatest strength?

I put in a lot of hours getting ready for
each sport. I don't take a lot of time off.

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

 
My memory is when we beat Willard
last year in 14-innings and my
achievement is in football when I broke
a school record for number of receiving
yards in a single game.
 

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Football, Basketball, National Honor
Society and Green Team.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

I was lucky to have also played football
and basketball this year, but missing
baseball season has been disappointing.
Baseball is my favorite sport and we
were all really looking forward to making
a run at state.

 
What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing most?

Working out a lot at home. Not being
able to go anywhere has been 
frustrating because I like to be able to
get on the field with my teammates.
 

What will you miss most about your team and is
there anything you would like to tell them?

A lot of us have grown up playing
baseball together since we were in
kindergarten and have a pretty tight
bond and memories. I'll stay in touch
with these guys when we go to college,
but I will miss playing with them.
Coaches, thanks for putting in the hours
with me to make me a better player.

When did you begin playing baseball?

I started at a young age and played in
high school during my freshman,
sophomore and senior year.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

Playing with my friends that I have
grown up with and striking people out.
 

What is your greatest strength?

The movement on my off-speed.

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
during your time at Nixa?

 
My favorite memory is any time I'm on
the field with my teammates having fun
and getting dubs.
 

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Deca and Theater.
 

What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Monsters Inc.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

I was really excited to get back into
baseball after taking a year off and to
hear that we are losing the whole season
is heartbreaking. I have been still going
outside, working out and throwing with
my family and throwing bullpens. No
practices have given me the opportunity
to get myself into shape by working out
more and eating healthy. I miss the
freedom we usually have on a daily basis
such as going out to eat and hanging out
with friends.

 
What is your advice to the underclassmen?

If you ever get made fun of for
something you love to do or anything,
take those words and keep them in your
head. Keep those words because they
will push you to go harder and to prove
those people wrong for saying those
things... "I'm coming after everything
they said I couldn't have. Thankful for the
struggle."



Baseball has always been my passion and
Coach Daugherty will be a role model for
me for the rest of my life. I wouldn’t be the
person or player I am today without all the
my teammates and coaches. I am incredibly
grateful to be surrounded by such great
people.

Baseball has taught me how important
resilience is. Rebounding after something
doesn’t go your way is vital to your success
in sports and in life. Nixa's coaches are
some people I have the utmost respect for
and wouldn't trade them for anyone. I’ll
miss competing every day with my team.
The community’s support for the baseball
team is fantastic and I’ll miss being a part
of something really special.

"Joe is the best
catcher I have

ever coached in
my 20 year career

and was set to
have a really good

offensive year,"
Coach Daugherty.

After graduation, Joe is
continuing to pursue
his dreams of playing
professionally and will

be attening Indiana
University.

"Sal is a really
hard worker and I
have seen him get
better and better.
He can cover a lot
of ground in the
outfield and is a

doubles machine,"
Coach Daugherty.

SAL 
SCALISE

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Outfielder

After graduation, Sal
plans on being a secret
agent spy somewhere

overseas.

JOE
REID

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Catcher
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When did you begin playing baseball?

A little kid because I wanted to smack
the ever living life out of baseballs.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

Hustling and competing with some of
my best friends. Winning is one of my
favorite things to do.
 

What is your greatest strength?

Observing the not so conspicuous 
things on the field; like timing the
pitcher up or seeing things in defenses.

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

 
Beating Willard in a 14-inning marathon.
The feeling of pure bliss filled me after
the hard fought battle. My greatest
achievement at Nixa is my consistent 
4.0 GPA.
 

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Deca.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

COVID-19 made me realize how much
we take life for granted. Being healthy
and having things easy around here is a
huge privilege that we don’t often think
about. So when disaster strikes like this,
I’ve realized it’s bigger than sports
sometimes and the universe isn’t always
fair. Not competing in something I’ve
worked hard for all year is frustrating.
I’ve done many workouts at the track,
I’ve lost count of how many burritos I’ve
cooked, and most importantly, I’ve
gotten to be with my family.

 
What would you like to tell your team?

My teammates: I love you guys and
wouldn’t trade you guys for the
world. My coaches: Thanks for taking
your chances on me and the dedication
you guys bring.

When did you begin playing baseball?

When I was three years old. Everyone in
my family had always played so my
parents started me at a young age.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The relationships formed throughout
the travel and time spent playing. I know
people from all across the country and
have many great friendships because of
baseball.
 

What is your greatest strength?

Controlling the running game while also
being able to hit in the middle of the
lineup.

What is your all-time favorite baseball memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

 
The 14-inning Willard game. I will never
forget looking at Coach Daugherty after
the final out and running to hug him. My
favorite achievement would have to be
getting nominated for Gatorade Player
of the Year.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It is terrible to be missing out on one last
season with my best friends. We all
came together and worked super hard
for this season and wanted to
accomplish something that hasn’t been
accomplished at Nixa. Personally, I have
stayed focused and dedicated to
improving in every way I can each and
every day. A lot of people are taking this
time off and I’m hoping it will pay off for
me in the long run. I’m definitely missing
playing games with the guys and Coach
Daugherty, I will always miss that.

 
What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Make each day better than your last and
never take anything for granted. You
never know when your last game will be.
 

What will you miss most about your time at Nixa
in general?

The people I grew up with. Leaving Nixa
will be very tough, there are so many
good people here.



"Gage has always
been fairly quick
and increased his

strength
tremendously to
be more versatile
and valuable as

an infielder,"
Coach Daugherty.

After graduation, Gage
will be continuing his

baseball and academic
career at McKendree

University.

GAGE
WEATHERFIELD

Nixa Eagles Baseball, Infielder Baseball has taught me how to be mentally
tough and has also allowed me to meet new
people from areas of the state, and make
new friends. I will miss getting to practice
and working hard together with my team.

When did you begin playing baseball and why?

When I was about five. I remember
loving every part about the game and
how fun it was.

 
What do you enjoy most about baseball?

The battles between players within the
sport. Each player contributes to a team
win individually by competing in an at-
bat by getting a base hit, on the mound
by striking a player out, or making the
diving play in the field to save a run.
 

What is your greatest strength?

My versatility. I can play anywhere coach
needs me to play. I've grown up playing
multiple positions over the years, and it
has helped me to become the player I
am now.

What would you like to tell your team?
 
To those of who believed in me to come
back to baseball this year, thank you,
and to my coaches, thank you for
believing in me as a player, and what
could've been a great senior season. 

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

COVID-19 has impacted something that I
worked hard for, my senior season, and
it is very frustrating, especially when
you're stuck at home. Not having games
right now, especially with the extremely
nice weather we've had recently, is very
frustrating as well.

 
What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing most?

During my time in the quarantine, I have
been practicing and working out, in and
out of home.
 

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Cole Fleischman. We are both going to
attend the same college, and be possible
roommates, and right now, we have
been throwing to each other when we
can outside.

What is your advice to the underclassmen?
 
Enjoy sports and school activities for as
long as you can because you never know
when it might come to an end. 



"Jake is a big
reason for our

team's success the
last few years. His

energy and
leadership will be

impossible to
replace," Coach

Evans.

Jake is heading to
Southeast Missouri to
study theater and will
bowl in local leagues.

Because of bowling, I've definitely grown
more confident in my abilities and have
gotten better at the sport. I will always have
fond memories of bowling, long after
highschool.

JAKE
CARPENTER

Nixa Bowler

Millie is a quiet
leader. Her

readiness and
willingness to do

whatever the team
needs is a big
reason for it's

success," Coach
Evans.

After graduation, Melia
will be attending

Missouri State to study
Computer Animation.

Being on the bowling has taught me that I
can always be myself and to not be ashamed
of it. My teammates and coaches are always
supportive and encouraging of me. Thank
you for that and thank you for helping me
find who I truly am.

MELIA
RICHARDSON

Nixa Bowler

When did you begin bowling and why?

I started participating in leagues and
events my sophomore year and also
joined the Nixa team that year because 
I wanted to try something new and I
had always loved bowling.

 
What do you enjoy most about bowling?

I love how complex the sport of bowling
is and how there are multiple ways to
bowl and succeed in it.
 

What is your greatest strength?

My ability to evaluate and understand
how I am able to improve my shot each
time based on the previous shot I had.

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Theater and Choir. 
 

What is your all-time favorite bowling memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

Competing at State last year and 
getting fifth place overall.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

I was really looking forward to finishing
off my final bowling season, hopefully
making it to State again this year. I was
very sad when I learned that all of that
had been canceled for the year. I wanted
to achieve new goals and be able to
receive a higher placement at state. All of
the bowling alleys are closed now too so
I can't even go practice on my own if I
wanted to. 
 
I have mainly spent more quality time
with my family. I miss all of my friends,
the spring play that I was in and my
bowling team/season.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Braedon Masters because I've known
him the longest on the team.

What is your advice to the underclassmen?
 
Never be ashamed of who you truly are.
If you really want something or to be in
something, go for it or you will regret it.

When did you begin bowling and why?

I started in eighth grade because my
whole family bowled. I joined the Nixa
team freshman year, and have been
bowling more competitively since.

 
What do you enjoy most about bowling?

Getting to spend time with my
grandma. She's been super involved in
my bowling because she used to bowl
and so did her mom. Bowling is
something we both enjoy, so it's a lot of
fun to get to do that with her.
 

What is your greatest strength?

I am a pretty creative person.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
 
Mulan. 
 

What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Do not procrastinate your work,
especially in English. It's just a lot of
suffering that you don't want.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It just makes me sad. Seeing a sport that
I've been involved in for so long end in
such a way is disappointing. I wish it was
a better ending than this.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Cameron Burger because he is more
introverted like myself, so I feel like we
would get along pretty well.

What is your all-time favorite bowling memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

 
The last competition of my sophomore
year. We went into a roll off for the
regional placings. I was bowling the first
frame, and threw it in the gutter. I did
pick up the frame, but earned myself the
chant "keep it on the lane!". We ended
up placing second and going to State.
 

What will you miss most about your team and
Nixa in general?

Getting to see my friends every day.
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Fishing has given me stability, lifelong
friendships and something to look forward
to throughout high school. I've had the best
time over the last four years. Coach
Sparkman was the best coach I’ve ever had
and I will always be thankful for the things
that he taught and showed me.

Fishing has played a very big impact in my
life. It has given me the motivation to stay
out of trouble because I don't want to miss
any tournaments or be the reason any of
my other teammates get put down because
of my mistakes.

"Dylan was one of
Nixa's most

successful anglers
in program

history. He was a
2018 Nixa Angler
of the Year and

2019 Heavy
Stringer winner,"
Coach Sparkman.

Dylan is heading to
Drury University to

continue his acdemic
and fishing career.

"Jason is one of
our hardest

working members.
He made history
by being one of
only three Nixa

team members to
qualify for the

TBF HS National
Championship.

Jason is joining the
Army.

DYLAN
CHAMBERS

Nixa Fishermen

JASON
TINKER

Nixa Fishermen

When did you begin fishing and why?

Freshman year because I love to fish
and I was surprised to see that we had 
a fishing team.

 
What do you enjoy most about fishing?

Getting to do what I love and getting to
be out on the lake.
 

What is your greatest strength?

I can keep going and pushing through
all day no matter the weather or 
quality of tournament I’m having.

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
National Honor Society. 
 

What is your all-time favorite fishing memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

When my friend Carson and I brought 
in the Biggest Stringer of the Year.
 

What will you miss most about Nixa?

The people, my friends and getting to
talk and laugh each other every day.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

I’m really upset because the
tournaments are the highlight of my
spring. I love getting out there with
everyone and having a great time as a
team when we get together after a hard
day of fishing.I’ve been doing a lot of
fishing and spending time with my
family. What I’m missing the most is
seeing my friends every day and getting
to talk to them.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Carson Young because the two of us
fishing is a pretty great combination. We
would do pretty good anywhere on the
lakes around here.
 

What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Get involved in something you like
because it really gives you to have
something to look forward to and makes
your time in high school pass by so
much smoother.
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When did you begin fishing and why?

My sophomore year because one of my
buddies told me about it and I just knew
I had to be a part of it.

 
What do you enjoy most about fishing?

The people you meet whenever you’re
out fishing in tournaments, practicing or
just recreational fishing on your own
free time because no matter what your
guy's differences are, if you’re both
fishing, you’re bound to have a great
conversation and make lifelong friends
that way.
 

What is your greatest strength?

Fishing with a jig.

What is your all-time favorite fishing memory
and achievement during your time at Nixa?

It was in a tournament and my boater
and I weren't having much luck all day,
and towards the end of the day I told
him, 'I'm pulling up the lure' and he
wasn't about it but I did it anyway. We
ended catching the five fish limit.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It has impacted me greatly. It’s just been
kind of slow and boring and running out
of stuff to do. I've just done a lot of work
around the house.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Anthony Lehman because we share
pretty much all the same values and we
get along great overall.
 

What is your advice to the underclassmen?

Don’t procrastinate and just get things
done when it’s due.
 

What will you miss most about Nixa?

The people.
 

What would you like to tell your team?

Thank you for all the great times and all
the great memories we had together
and you'll make it easier for me to get
through basic training in August.



"Maddie was a
first-year team

and I was so
happy she decided

to join. She
always gives her
best at whatever
she does," Coach

Sparkman. 

After graduation,
Maddie is attending

Missouri State to study
Biology or Education.

My all-time favorite golf memory and
achievement is the great cookies coach 
has every tournament and making the 
team.

"Aiden is
definitely a team
favorite. He has a
positive attitude

and is always
determined to

improve and play
his best," Coach

Lotz.

Fishing has allowed me to develop more
patience in general and Coach Sparkman
has taught me to do new things and that I
don’t have to be stuck doing the same
routine everyday.

MADDIE
WARD

Nixa Fishermen

AIDEN
FARRAR

Nixa Golfer

After graduation, Aiden
will be going to college

and working.

When did you begin fishing and why?

I started high school fishing my senior
year but have been fishing for at least
five years.

 
What do you enjoy most about fishing?

I like the thrill of reeling in a big bass
and then it being a personal best. I also
love how calm it is just being out on the
water.
 

What is your greatest strength?

Patience. I don’t get upset if the fish
aren’t biting. I just move to a different
spot and switch up what I am throwing.

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Track and National Honor Society. 
 

What will you miss most about Nixa?

Seeing my friends in the hallways and
interacting with my teachers who I have
developed strong relationships with.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It I think I’ve been handling this the best
that I can. I get frustrated just sitting in
my house and would much rather be in
fishing tournaments or at track. I've
watched a lot of movies and have been
running a lot. I miss hanging out with my
teammates and my friends.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

My boat driver and Coach Scott
Sparkman because I played softball for
him and we have built a strong
relationship.

What is your advice to the underclassmen?
 
Have a positive attitude, don’t be afraid
to try new things and that you are
allowed to make decisions for yourself
and shouldn’t care what people think.
 

What would you like to tell your team?

Teammates: Thanks for not judging me
because I am the only girl in the team.
Sparky: Thanks for allowing me to be on
the team and for teaching me.

When did you begin golfing and why?

When I was seven or eight because my
grandpa really loved it.

 
What do you enjoy most about golfing?

Being outside.
 

What is your greatest strength?

My work ethic.

Are you involved in any other extracurricular
activities?

 
Swimming. 
 

What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Hercules.
 

What impact has golf and the coaches played in
your life?

The coaches are all great people and
add great encouragement.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?

It hasn't impacted me that much
honestly. I was disappointed but I can
still play it because it is a life long sport.
 

What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing most?

I have been working out and I miss the
company of everyone.

 
If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Chandler Brown because he's funny.

What is your advice to the underclassmen?
 
Just give it your all.
 

What would you like to tell your team?

You guys are all awesome.
 

What will your miss most about your team and
Nixa in general?

The great people and friends.
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When did you begin playing soccer and
why?
When I was about six at the parks
because my parents put me in
everything. 

What do you enjoy most about soccer?
Being around the girls on the team.
With both my school and travel team, I
have made some of my closest friends
and memories I will never forget. I
think this year our team had a great
group and we really bonding on and
off the field.

What is your greatest strength?
Not being selfish with the ball. I enjoy
creating opportunities for teammates
and find I do it a lot in my positions.

What will you miss most about your
team and Nixa in general?
Just spending everyday with some of
my best friends. All the inside jokes
and memories we have made over the
past four years will last forever and I
wouldn't want any other teammates to
spend it with.

What is your all-time favorite soccer
memory during your time at Nixa?
Our trips to St. Louis for a tournament.
It's always super getting to bond more. 

"Karlie made her mark in many
ways on this program, one of the
biggest ways is her toughness. I
appreciate her positivity and
poise," Coach Palmer
Post-Graduation Plans: University of
Missouri.

Throughout my years of playing,
I have grown so much as a
person. Both soccer and the
coaches I've had have taught me
many life lessons. They have
made me love this sport and
supported me through
everything, which I am forever
grateful for.

KARLIE
HOSKINS

Nixa Lady Eagles Soccer, F/MF

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
COVID-19 has of course had a major
impact on me. Not being able to see my
teammates every day and just do what
we love is not fun. I talk with all the
seniors practically every day. I have just
been going outside and hiking, running
and hanging out with the family. I
honestly would say I miss school the
most.

What would you like to tell your team?

For my teammates, thank you for
always being there for me and pushing
me all the time. All the practices, bus
rides and games have been some of my
favorite memories of high school. For
my coaches, I want to give a huge thank
you! They always helped me get back
into soccer after I was hurt. I know I can
always go to them with whatever and
they will be there.

When did you begin playing soccer and
why?
Age four and I just really stuck with it.

What do you enjoy most about soccer?
I enjoy having the rush that goes
through my body when the ball is
kicked at me, weird right haha. I also
enjoy how much adrenaline I get from
having to fling myself across the goal
to just get a hand on the ball to save it
and how fast-paced the game is.

What is your greatest strength? 
Heavy communication on the field.

Are you involved in any other
extracurricular activities?
Art Club.

What will you miss most about your
team and Nixa in general?

I’m going to miss one of my biggest
role models, Ms. Johnson. I’ve had her
as a teacher for four years in a row
and she’s really made a huge impact in
my life. I’m also going miss seeing my
friends and team every day in the halls
and going to sporting events and the
themes. I'm truly thankful for my team
and dealing with all the obstacles I put
them through.

"Riley is the best keeper that has
protected the "pipes" here at Nixa,"
Coach Palmer.
Post-Graduation Plans: OTC for a 
 year and then moving back home to
Arizona.

Soccer has taught me that no
matter if you mess up, there will
always be a next one so get the
next one and don't dwell on it
and my coaches have been some
of my biggest role models and
teachers. I am very thankful for
everyone that has been a part of
my soccer career.

RILEY
MCCLINTOCK

Nixa Lady Eagles Soccer, GK

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
So I have had four concussions
throughout my high school career of
playing soccer. My doctor ended up
not allowing me to be able to play my
spring senior soccer season so I was
just helping the team out and still
being apart of it even though I couldn’t  
play. It was heartbreaking that I wasn’t
able to finish my school season off and
it’s even more heartbreaking that this
virus has caused everyone else not to
finish. I miss soccer a lot and wish that
the end of the senior year could have
gone much differently.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

Don’t ever give up on something you
love and keep working as hard as you
can to get where you want to be.
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"Ellie is a versatile player and her
speed, agility, and soccer IQ were
needed on the backline. She did
great. She is also a great
forward/winger," Coach Palmer.
Post-Graduation Plans: OTC for two
years and then Missouri State.

I love soccer because of the bond
you create with your teammates.
You learn the way they play the
game and you connect on a
different level with your team.

ELLIE
OSBORNE

Nixa Lady Eagles Soccer, Def.

When did you begin playing soccer and
why?
At the age of four. I play this sport
because it brings me happiness. It's
also very rewarding.

What do you enjoy most about soccer?
Spending time with my team and
coaches.

What is your greatest strength? 
My positivity.

Are you involved in any other
extracurricular activities?
Tennis and Cabinet.

What is your all-time favorite soccer
memory and achievement during your
time at Nixa?
My all-time favorite memory was
when Coach Posegate dropped a goal
on Parker’s head. My greatest
achievement would probably be
winning Districts my sophomore year
and being a part of that.

What would you like to tell your team?

I would just like to thank everyone for
pushing me to be a better player, and
pushing me to work hard for not only
myself, but also my team.

"Lizzy's incredible attitude has been
a blessing for this team. Playing
almost every position throughout
her time, she always sacrificed for
whatever was best for the team,"
Coach Palmer.  
Post-Graduation Plans: Central
Missouri to be a Professional Pilot.

Soccer has taught me a lot of
skills that I can use later in life.
For example, nothing came easy
for me. I always had to work for
it. Working hard in practices
and then showing up in the game
is so rewarding.

LIZZY SHAW
Nixa Lady Eagles Soccer, Def.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
COVID-19 has affected me personally
on so many levels. It took away my
senior soccer season and has
complicated everything. Emotionally,
it's just very upsetting that I have
played my last game and didn't even
know it.

What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing
most?
Going outside a lot and spending more
time with my family. I miss playing
soccer the most.

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?
Any of the seniors. We're all so close.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

Respect the upperclassmen

When did you begin playing soccer and
why?
When I was about three. Soccer is the
sport everyone's parents put them in
when they are little, but I stuck with it
and I am really glad I did.it.

What is your greatest strength?
Being coachable.

Are you involved in any other
extracurricular activities?
I am in Cabinet, National Honor
Society and I played softball in the fall.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
I absolutely LOVE Tangled.

What is your all-time favorite soccer
memory and achievement during your
time at Nixa?
My favorite memory was getting to
'kidnap' the underclassmen this year.
My greatest achievements are starting
the last couple years, being a captain
this year and lettering the last three.

What will you miss most about your
team?

Getting to see the people I have built
such strong relationships with on a
daily basis.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
Looking at things in a positive way, it
made me realize even more how much
I enjoy and look forward to soccer
season. The lack and games/practices
make me feel like I am missing out on
so much, but I know everyone feels
this way.

What would you like to tell your team?

To my teammates, thank all of you for
constantly making my days brighter.
You all mean so much more to me
than you know! Seniors, we have gone
through this whole experience by each
other's side and I cannot wait to see
what great things you guys do. To my
coaches, softball and soccer, thank you
guys for giving me the opportunity to
play the sports I love. Thank you for
believing in me even when I'm not
having my best game, and allowing me
to be myself no matter how crazy I am.
You all have had such a great impact
on my life and forever grateful for the
time I got to play for you.
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When did you begin playing soccer and
why?
Age of four. I have watched soccer
since a very young age because both
my brother and sister played all
throughout high school/traveling
teams. I was around the sport so much
that my parents signed me up to play
at the rec center, and ever since I have
had an unbreakable bond with this
sport.

What is your greatest strength?
Always finding a way to help my
teammates out whether it is during the
game or off the field.

Are you involved in any other
extracurricular activities?
Cabinet and Crossfit.

What is your favorite Disney movie?
Wreck-It Ralph.

What is your all-time favorite soccer
memory during your time at Nixa?
My freshman year and feeling so
welcomed, while also getting to play
with the same seniors all throughout
high school. My greatest achievements
at Nixa would be lettering all four
years and getting to be captain senior
year.

"Riley's compassion for her fellow
teammates and opponents is very
special. She is a strong, physical
player who works hard," Coach
Palmer.
Post-Graduation Plans: OTC studying
to become a nurse.

My favorite thing about soccer is
the competition. When going into
a game, you never know what the
other team is bringing to the table
so you just have to be ready for
any challenge.

RILEY
WOODWARD

Nixa Lady Eagles Soccer, Def.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
COVID-19 has impacted me as a senior
greatly. It has prevented me to spend
the pinnacle of my high school years,
from hanging with friends, bonding
with my team/playing soccer, and just
being around people who make me
happy. Never would I have thought the
Jamboree would potentially be the last
game I play with the Nixa Lady Eagles. 

What impact has soccer and the coaches
played in your life?

Soccer all around just keeps me busy
and in shape. It takes up a lot of time so
it just affects my every day life,
especially not being able to play. My
coaches have had a huge impact in my
life. If it were not for my coaches, I
would not have some of the skills and
mentality that I do to this day. I would
like to thank my coaches for all that
and time they have dedicated to my
team and I.



"I could always count on Tanner to
be a consistent player, especially
when matches were close. He was
going battle for the No. 1 spot this
year," Coach Snowden.

Post-Graduation Plans: Missouri S&T
for Engineering.

The thing I enjoy most about
tennis is how the outcome of the
matches is directly related to how
well I play. Tennis has given me
something to work towards and a
way to meet new people.

TANNER
BARNES

Nixa Eagles Tennis

"Michael has a great attitude and a
genuine enjoyment for the sport.
I've always enjoyed having him on
the team and seeing his growth year
after year," Coach Snowden.  
Post-Graduation Plans: Going to
college and passing classes.

MICHAEL
DUNLAP

Nixa Eagles Tennis
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When did you begin playing tennis and
why?
I started playing in fourth grade
because I wanted to play it with my
friends.

What is your greatest strength?
My ability to stay cool during a match
while some of my opponents are
unable to.

Are you involved in any other
extracurricular activities?
I was a Co-Founder and active
participant of the Spikeball Club and
involved in the new E-Sports team.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
Avengers: Endgame

What is your all-time favorite tennis
memory during your time at Nixa?
The road trip with the team and the
coaches.

What will you miss most about Nixa?
Having teachers that care about your
success and well being.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

Get your work done on time and enjoy
your time in high school.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
It has impacted me a lot because I
have not been able to play tennis at all
throughout the quarantine. Games
and practices were both a lot of fun
and I am definitely missing them.

What have you done during your time in
quarantine and what are you missing the
most?
A lot of my time has been spent
playing video games with my friends
but I am missing actually getting to
hang out with my friends.

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?
I would prefer to be quarantined with
Brady Vaughan because he is my
closest friend on the team.

What would you like to tell your team?

I would just like to thank my coaches
and teammates for a great few
seasons.

Tennis and the
coaches have

motivated me to
be better and try

harder in order to
achieve what I

want. I'm going to
miss hitting balls

together with
team and hope

they're all doing
well.

When did you begin playing tennis and
why?
I began playing sophomore year
because I wanted to try something
new.

What do you enjoy most about tennis?
I enjoy the exercise I get and hitting
balls.

What is your greatest strength?
My serve.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?

Mulan.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
It hasn't affected me much but I miss
practices and seeing my friends. I've
worked out and played video games.

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?
Dallin Attwool because we get along
pretty well.

What is your all-time favorite tennis
memory during your time at Nixa?

When my teammate and I were in a
match and losing then we brought it
back.



Garrett has a hard hitting forehand
and I believe if this year would
have played out, he would have
proven to be one of the best in the
area," Coach Snowden.

Post-Graduation Plans: Two-year
mission trip then Brigham Young.

GARRETT
JARVIS

Nixa Eagles Tennis

"Asher is a four-year senior and he
has always been hard working, only
wanting to be the best he could be,
and only satisfied when he was
playing the way he wanted to play,"
Coach Snowden. 
Post-Graduation Plans: Serve a two-
year mission with his church.

ASHER SPEAKS
Nixa Eagles Tennis

Tennis and the coaches have
played a huge impact on me. It
has allowed me to meet new
people and the coaches are super
supportive and push us to the
best of our abilities. I will miss
them and my teamates most.

When did you begin playing tennis and
why?
I began playing around five years ago.
I play tennis for the competition but
also because I love playing the sport.

What do you enjoy most about tennis?
I enjoy playing opponents that
challenge my skills and abilities.

What is your greatest strength?
My greatest strength is keeping a level
mind during tough matches.

Are you involved in any other extra
curricular activities?
Deca.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
Ratatouille.

What is your all-time favorite tennis
memory during your time at Nixa?
My favorite memory is beating
Republic in Districts last year.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

One piece of advice I would give them
is that it takes time and effort to be
good at something, therefore I would
recommend they take lessons and hit
often during the off season.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
This virus has definitely impacted me
in terms of tennis. Not being able to hit
nearly everyday definitely becomes
frustrating after putting in so much
work to be where I was at the
beginning of the season.

I have played tennis here and there
and am trying to stay active. The thing I
miss the most is hanging out with
friends and playing with teammates.

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?
I would choose Isaac Forbis because I
feel like we get along really well and he
is fun to play against.

What would you like to tell your team?

I have really enjoyed playing with and
learning from you guys. It's
unfortunate that this season has been
cut short but hopefully we will get to
play with each other soon.

Tennis has provided me a release
in my life and an opportunity to
grow. My personal well-being has
improved because of it.

When did you begin playing tennis and
why?
Freshman year, I had older friends
who were playing who said it was very
fun.

What do you enjoy most about tennis?
Seeing the different ways opponents
put together a series of hits in order to
create vulnerability in their opponent
for the winning shot.

What is your greatest strength?
My greatest strength is effort.

Are you involved in any other extra
curricular activities?
Marching Band.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
Disney's Tangled, duh.

What is your all-time favorite tennis
memory during your time at Nixa?
Squeegee crew freshmen year and
watching the higher leveled players
and their camaraderie.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

Split step and give everything you've
got on the weird shots.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
Missing out on my senior season has
made me sad. I have been looking
forward to it all year. I even decided to
take extra school hours so that I was
eligible to play rather than have the
ability to leave early. I have been
affected personally because I do not
get the chance to grow with the guys
around me and play the game we all
love.

I have taken up archery, riding four-
wheelers, playing basketball, ping pong
and doing yard work with my cousins. I
miss being able to play tennis, I do not
have access to a court where I am.

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?
I already am with my twin brother.

What will you miss most about your team
and Nixa in general?

The light heartedness about it. The
athletes and coaches have a great
relationship and while we all want to
win, we come to have fun too.
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What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
I was really looking forward to this
year, as I just made varsity. It was
going to be a big year for me, as it was
a milestone I had wanted to achieve
since freshman year. I am
disappointed to say the least. Tennis is
something I actually looked forward to
at the end of the day. I am sad that I
could not be a part of the team again
and make good memories. I really
wanted to come out of the shed with
the smoke machine. It is something of
a tradition now that the varsity does at
home meets. 

During quarantine, I have learned to
shoot a bow and am playing basketball
daily.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

Relish what time and memories you
have now because you never know
what will happen in the future.

When did you begin playing tennis and
why?
Freshman year because I had friends
who played and they convinced me to
join them.

What do you enjoy most about tennis?
Winning is not the No. 1 focus; we play
to get better and we have fun.

What is your greatest strength?
Continually trying, even when I fail I try
to get back up and go back at it.

Are you involved in any other extra
curricular activities?
Marching Band.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
Tangled.

What is your all-time favorite tennis
memory during your time at Nixa?
Eating Taco Bell tacos at home meets
with my friends.

What will you miss most about your
team and is there anything you would
like to tell them?

The bonding of a bunch of guys:
hanging out and having fun. I'd tell
them thank you for being patient and
supporting me.

When did you begin playing tennis and
why?
Because I love the sport and a lot of
my friends were playing.

What do you enjoy most about tennis?
I love the connections I had with the
guys on the team. We had so much
fun during tennis matches and
practices because of the guys.

What is your greatest strength?
My ability to talk to people.

Are you involved in any other extra
curricular activities?
President of Student Body, National
Honor Society, FBLA, Deca, Interact
Club, Junior Optimist Club and many
other extracurriculars.

What will you miss most about Nixa?
All the people I loved to see every day
who I’ll probably only get to see a
number of times ever again.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

Make use of this time while you have
it. Mistakes are forgiven at this age, so
put yourself out there and don’t be
too afraid to mess up.

Gavin is a four-year senior, and
watching Gavin not settle for JV
and striving for varsity has been
encouraging to watch. Seeing the
growth of players, like Gavin, is one
of my favorite parts about being a
coach," Coach Snowden. 
Post-Graduation Plans: Serve a
mission for his church.

GAVIN SPEAKS
Nixa Eagles Tennis

"Brady is a four-year senior that
has continued to grow in his game
and stature over the years. He
excels academically and is one of
the most involved athletes on our
team," Coach Snowden.
Post-Graduation Plans: Duke.

BRADY
VAUGHAN

Nixa Eagles Tennis
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Tennis is a sport you can enjoy
and play for a long time and I
want to continue to do so. The
coaches have taught us to play
our best, be our best, but to also
have fun and enjoy the sport.

Tennis has showed me how to lead
a team and make it fun, which is
something I hope to use for the
rest of my life.

What impact has COVID-19 had on you?
I would have loved to finish out my last
tennis season, but given the
circumstances, I understood and will
just play with people once it’s safer to
associate. 

If you were to be quarantined with one
teammate, who would it be and why?

Tanner Barnes because we’ve grown
extremely close over the last few years.

What is your favorite Disney Movie?
The Muppets Movie.

What would you like to tell your team?
I loved playing alongside you the last
few years.

What is your all-time favorite tennis
memory during your time at Nixa?

I loved getting to play with the older
boys before they graduated. They
served as mentors and friends to me
and I loved that. The conversations and
fun we had while playing tennis are
something I’ll never forget.



What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> You get out what you
put into it.

What is your greatest
strength?

> Hard working.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Aladdin

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> Missing the majority of
my senior season has
impacted me by slowing
down the training
process. I am so glad
that coach has been
sending us workouts to
do, but I miss running
with my teammates. 
It just isn't the same 

without having people to
push you and make the
process more fun.

> It has mostly been
spent outside hiking,
kayaking, etc. The things
I am missing the most
are track season and
seeing my friends and
teammates.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> I'd pick both of my
relay teams (4x4 and
4x8) because they are so
much fun to be around. I
think if they can make
running enjoyable, I
think they could make
quarantine enjoyable!

What will you miss most
about your team and Nixa
in general?

> Everyone is a big
family. I love how the
sport brings together
such a wide variety of
people and we're all able
to encourage each
other. Even if someone
knows nothing about
the event, people are.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what are
you missing the most?

> I've been going on a lot
of walks and watching
Netflix and I miss seeing
my friends the most.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Karma because we are
best friends.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and achievement
during your time at Nixa?

> Almost beating the
school record for 300
Hurdles.

What will you miss most
about your team and Nixa
in general?

> My friends and going
to the meets.

When did you begin track
and field and why?

> I started running
because of my dad. He
would take me on runs
with him when I was in
elementary school, and I
officially started track
and field in seventh
grade.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your time
at Nixa?

> Freshman year COC at
Republic. The scores
were really close and it
came came down to two
events to determine the
winner, one of which
being the 4x4. We were
in second place until
about the last 50 meters
when I passed the girl in
the lead and we ended
up winning COC.

Track and the
coaches have

pushed me to work
harder.

Alexis will be
continuing her

athletic and
academic career

at Missouri
Western.

Maddie's post-
graduation plans

are going to
college.What is your favorite

Disney Movie?

> Frozen.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

> Don't take your senior
year for granted.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> I'm sad that it's my
senior year and my 
last chance to get my
personal best. 

"Alexis has built a reputation as being a
fierce competitor and been a varsity
runner for us her entire career, and is
one of the most decorated track and field
athletes in Nixa history," Coach Brumley.

What would like to tell
your team?

> Thank you for pushing
me in practice and
making these last four
years so fun. 'm going to
miss everyone.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

> To wake up everyday
and try to be better than
you were yesterday, in
all aspects of life. Always
try to beat your past
self.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Volleyball for four
years as well as in the
National Honor Society,
Deca, and Interact Club
Co-President.

"Maddie appears in our Top-10 four
times: No. 8 (300 IM Hurdles), 
No. 10 (4x800), No. 7 (4x200) and No. 4
(4x400).  She is also a 2017 4x400
Sectional Qualifier. Maddie definitely
made a positive impact on our team and
we will miss her." Coach Brumley.

When did you begin track
and field and why?

> Freshman year
because my friends
were involved.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> It's the challenge of
making myself better at
my event.

What is your greatest
strength?

> I like to push myself.

This sport has
taught me a lot of

life lessons and
made me a better

person. The coaches
have had a huge

impact on my life by
always believing in

me.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> I'm sad we didn't get
to finish our season this
year but will remember
past seasons and the
fun we had.

There are many opportunities for you and your business to be recognized throughout the district.
To learn about these opportunities and more, contact Tricia Chapman at

triciachapman@nixaschools.net or 417-983-0314.

ALEXIS
ADAMS

MADDIE
BLANSIT

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field

400/800 M Runner

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field
300 M Hurdler
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Camryn is a fantastic young lady who has
been on the team since  freshmen year,
continuing  to improve each year. I have
no doubt that she would have earned 100-
ft throw this year," Coach Brumley.

When did you begin track
and field and why?

> My freshman year
because a friend of
mine thought I would
really enjoy it and asked
me to try throwing.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Volleyball.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your time
at Nixa?

> Running the Thrower's
Relay. Spectators and
competitive runners
always seem to enjoy
watching that "event"
and it's always a really

CAMYRN
CARTER

KARMA
JENSEN

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field
Discus Thrower

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field

Hurdler

a really lighthearted
and comical part of a
meet.

What is your greatest
strength?

> Compassion.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> Throughout the
spring, track practice is
consistently a highlight
of my day. I've always
loved the opportunity
to get outside and be
able to see my friends
while practicing. The
lack of practices and
has left me really
missing my teammates
and coaches and the
joy they would bring me
each and every day. 

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what are
you missing most?

> I have been doing a lot
of reading and watching
Netflix. I've also been
spending a lot of quality
time with my family. I
miss my teammates
and the social aspect of
track the most.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Alexis Adams because
we've been best friends
for the last nine years.
She is just a fantastic
person to be around.

What is your advice to the
underclassmen?

> Find a way to balance
your coursework,
athletics, social life, ,
job, and whatever else
you have on your plate,
and always remember
that you have a large
group of parents,
teachers, coaches, and
peers who care about
you and support you.

What impact has track
and field and the coaches
played in your life and
why?

> It has changed the
way I react to life. Coach
Brumley and Coach
Wickwar have taught
me that, while there are
aspects of life that we
are unable to control,
we can control our
effort and our attitude.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> A big thank you to my
coaches and
teammates for always
being a group that I
could turn to. Thank
you for always pushing
me to be my best and
for never failing to
brighten my day. I
wouldn't be the person
I am today without all of
you.

Camyrn will be
attending

Truman State,
studying

Communication
Disorders.

The thing I love
most about track is
the atmosphere. I

love how it focuses
on each individual,

their event and
accomplishments
whole still being a

team-oriented
atmosphere.

Karma will be
attending

Missouri State
and is interested

in Interior
Design.

"Karma is a three-year returner and is
great for our team because her attitude
and energy are contagious. She is a
fantastic teammate and is willing to
compete in a variety of events, whatever it
takes to help the team," Coach Brumley.

When did you begin track
and field and why?

> My sophomore year is
when I really started to
work towards hurdles
and sprinting. I did
hurdles to try
something new and see
if I could improve.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> The improvement and
working on hurdle drills
with my teammates.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Wrestling.

What is your greatest
strength?

Tracked has helped
me improve my

mentality to push
myself to achieve my

goals in life. I will
miss the memories

and funny moments
we had at track

meets.

> Pushing myself to
improve.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Spirit: Stallion of the
Cimarron

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your
time at Nixa?

> At a meet last year
where I ran my 
fastest time, I
remember hearing
Coach Perez yelling
“Karmannn!” cause he
always has called me
that, and it pushed me
to run faster that day.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> I’m a pretty active
person, so staying at my
house is an usual thing.
I like to be out and
doing something, so it’s
been a long few weeks.
It’s upsetting to think
that this is my last year
and I won’t be able to
improve like I wanted to
due to the lack of
practices and the virus.
I’ve been to the track,
but it’s not the same
without the whole team
there.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what are
you missing most?

> I've painted a lot and
made sure to workout
during the week so I can
feel more energetic. I
miss going out and
being able to do things.
I even sort of miss
school cause then we’d
have practices.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Maddie Blansit

because we’re usually
together as it is and
she’s become a good
friend of mine.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Push yourself even if
you feel like you can’t
improve anymore.
There’s always a chance
for improvement.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> To my teammates,
thank you for all the
memories and fun bus
rides to the meets. To
my coaches, thanks for
supporting me and
pushing me to improve.



Track has had a
huge impact on my

life. It helped me be
more confident in
my abilities as an

athlete and as a
person. The coaches
have truly helped me

become who I am
today.

I enjoy the sport
because of the team.

I love the family
experience and

being able to cheer
on and be cheered

on by such amazing
people.

GRACE
MATLOCK

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field

Thrower

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field
Distance Runner

SAVANNAH
KRAWCYZK

"Savannah competes in all three throwing
events, ranking No. 7 (Javelin) and No. 10
(Shot Put). She is a fantastic person and
teammate, and one of the most dedicated
athletes we have. Her work ethic and
attitude are contagious," Coach Brumley.

Savannah is going
to OTC with her
A+ Scholarship,

starting her
journey to

become a nurse. 

When did you begin track
and field and why?

> Freshman year after
moving to Nixa from St.
Louis. My two older
brothers did track and I
loved going to their
track meets and
decided to try it out
myself.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Being around all my
teammates. There's
nothing better than
being at a track meet
and doing really good in
your event and sharing
the moment with your
team and celebrating
each other's victories.
It's so encouraging and
exciting to lift each
other up. 

What is your greatest
strength?

> Being a patient leader.
When we have new
athletes come in
wanting to try out track,
I'm good at helping and
being patient with
them. I'm good at
allowing them time to
figure it out and then
stepping in to help
guide them.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your time
at Nixa?

> When we had an all
day track meet at SBU
junior year, and
throughout the meet as
people finished up their
events, everyone had
fun hanging out

together. Everyone was
hammocking, making
up games to pass the
time, or just going to eat
in the cafeteria. It was a
great day filled with
good competition and
new friends were made.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Deca, National Honor
Society and Cabinet.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> COVID-19 has
obviously taken my
senior track season
away. I hate that I don't
get to compete for my
last time and don't get
to be with all my
coaches and
teammates, but I know
God has a plan for
everything going on and
it will all be for his glory.
It makes me really sad
as I miss competing and
being with all my
friends. But I have been
working on self-
discipline and been
doing the workouts
provided for us and 

encouraging my
brother, who's in track,
to do them with me.

What you like to tell your
team?

> Thank you to all my
coaches for all the time
they invested in me.
What I've accomplished
and how I've improved
during my time at Nixa
is thanks to them.
Teammates, there
aren't words great
enough to tell you all
how much I will miss
you. I will miss the late
night bus rides, the
constant excitement,
hammocking under the
bleachers, and being
able to cheer each other
on and lift each other
up. I'm so thankful for
the time I was able to
have as a Nixa track and
field athlete.

"Grace has competed on our cross
country team and decide to give track a
try this spring. She would've been a good
leader for our team because of her work
ethic and attitude. She is always so
positive and brings a great attitude to
each and every practice," Coach Brumley.

When did you begin track
and field and why?

> Only just this year, I
did cross country my
second half of high
school, and just wanted
to try out track for the
fun of it.

What is your greatest
strength?

> Connecting with
people, I find it easy and
enjoy getting to know
others at a personal
level. 

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Lion King, hands
down.

Grace will be
attending

Missouri State,
majoring in

Wildlife Biology.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during your
time at Nixa?

> Although I did not get
to have much of a track
season, my all-time
favorite memory would
have been during cross
country during our
pasta dinners. My
favorite achievement
would be shaving off 3
minutes of my 5k time
by the end of the
season.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> Personally, it just
turned everything 

around. The lack of
practices saddens me,
as I always looked
forward to seeing my
teammates and getting
a good workout in after
school. I always had
that to look forward to,
and it got me through
the day.

> I've watched more
Netflix than I probably
had in my entire life,
drawn and spent time
with my brothers. I miss
my friends the most, it’s
difficult to go from
seeing them every day
to not at all for a time
that no one really
knows will end.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Daria Garau, she was
an exchange student
from Italy but got sent
home early due to the
virus. I'd quarantine
with her so she would
have to stay in America,
and because I consider
her to be one of my
closest friends.

What impact has track
and field and coaches
played in your life?

> Before joining XC, high
school was just kind of
bland. When I did join, I
finally had a reason to
look forward to school,
met so many amazing
people and learned my
limits by pushing them.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> If you have any
doubts of doing a sport,
just do it. My biggest
regret is not doing cross
country sooner in my
high school career. It
will enrich your
experience so much
more, and you will meet
amazing people and
experience
unforgettable
moments.
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I began running in
seventh grade

simply because I
wanted to be like

my sister and I did
not find any other

sport as interesting,
which I can proudly

say is my passion.

Track and the
coaches have shown
me that I am capable
of doing things that

I never thought I
could.

NEVEAH
PAGE

MADDIE
WARD

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field
Distance Runner

Nixa Lady Eagles 
Track and Field

Thrower

Nevaeh moved to Nixa in the summer
before her jr. year and made an
immediate impact on our team, running
mid-distance and relays. She is a leader
on our team both on and off the track.
Last season she helped the 4x400 qualify
for State and placed 11th.  That relay team
is ranked No. 2 and she is also on the
4x800 that ranks No. 3," Coach Brumley.

Neveah will be
continuing her

running and
academic career

at Southwest
Baptist.

When do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> How competitive I get
to be while I am
surrounded by the
people I love the most.

What is your greatest
strength?

> I continue to want
more and to get better
constantly and I am
motivated to be the
best I can be.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Cross Country and

SkillsUSA through OTC.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during your
time at Nixa?

> My favorite memory
from track is competing
on the 4x400 and 4x800
relays with some of the
people. My greatest
achievement was when
my 4x400 team
qualified for State.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> COVID-19 affected me
a lot in the beginning 

but I know God has a
plan and I have faith in
His plan, so I have tried
to not let it tear me
down. The lack of meets
and practices makes me
sad because I don’t get
to spend the end of my
senior year with my
best friends, but it also
has motivated me to
continue working out
on my own (safely and
practicing social
distancing) and I have
seen improvement from
last year to this year
even though I am just
working out on my own.

What impact has track
and field and the coaches
played in your life and
why?

> This sport has
brought me some of the
best memories of my
life and the best advice I
ever need. It has
brought me the best
leadership and personal
skills I will need in the
future. It has brought
me a family full of love
with welcoming arms.
Running and the
coaches brought me
people I can always

count on and will
forever call my friends.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Teammates: Thank
you for always pushing
me to be the best I can
be, and for always
allowing me to step up
and lead, or to
constantly cheer me on.
Thank you for becoming
my best friends. 

> Coaches: Thank you
for believing in me
when I didn’t believe in
myself, and for knowing
my potential when I
didn’t know my own.
Thank you for teaching
me how to become a
strong leader and never
doubting me. Thank you
for becoming the next
best role models in my
life after I lost my own.

"Maddie joined us last season for the first
time and worked and competed with the
throwers. She was really starting to
improve and I believe would have been a
consistent scorer for us this year and
would've broken into our Top-10," Coach
Brumley.

Maddie will be
attending

Missouri State,
majoring in
Biology or
Education.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Junior year because I
was tired of the same
routine and wanted to
try something new.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Hanging out with the
other throwers at
meets. We have a lot of
fun.

What is your greatest
strength?

> How coachable I am.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Fishing and National
Honor Society.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Tangled.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during your
time at Nixa?

> Throwing a PR at
Districts. 

What impact had COVID-
19 had on you?

> It has made me sad
knowing that I won't get
to throw my senior year
and that I do not get to
hang out with my
teammates.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what are
you missing most?

> I have watched a lot of
movies and gone
fishing. I really miss
practices and hanging
out with my friends.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Any of the throwers.
We all have a great time
together and get along
really well.

What will you miss most
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> I will miss walking
through the halls with
my friends and seeing
all of my teachers who
have impacted me.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Go hard every day
and don't be too hard
on yourself.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Thank you to
everyone who made me
feel a part of the team
and thank you to the
coaches for pushing me
every day and for
making practices and
meets even more fun.

F o r  a l l  y o u r  N i x a  A t h l e t i c s  n e w s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  m u c h  m o r e ,  v i s i t
www . n i x a a t h l e t i c s . n e t



> I’ve been working a
lot and doing a lot of
pottery at home. Pole
vault is probably the
activity I’ve  missed the
most.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Brandon Butler
because he’s a good
friend of mine and we
have lots of the same
hobbies.

What will you miss most
about Nixa?

> Nixa is great because
it has the caliber of a
big school in sports
and academics, but a
comfortable, small-
town feel at the same
time. You can really
grow close to the
teachers and students
that way.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Try new things! You
never know, you might
find something you
love that you would

Keppner will be
serving a two-

year mission trip
and then
attending

Bringham Young.

matter. I still made
plenty of good
memories. My all-time
favorite memories of
track was competing in
the practice meet. My
greatest achievement
in shot was throwing a
PR of 41’3”.

What impact had
COVID-19 had on you?

> I’m super bummed
out that I didn’t get to
compete in a sport
that was totally new
for me. Being a first
year thrower, I came in
with big expectations
of myself. Personally, it
has helped me grow
spiritually and creating
a stronger connection
with God.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Matt Vorse. Playing
football with this guy
has helped forge our
friendship and going
into track with him, I
had someone to learn
off of and push him to 

get better. Also, he has
a pretty wacky
personality that’s fun
to be around.

What impact has track
and field and the
coaches played in your
life and why?

> The coaches have
become my greatest
mentors over that last
four years and no
other person has
impacted me more
than Coach Wickwar,
being my position
coach in both sports.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Time to put your
nose to the grind stone
and become better at
whatever you want to
do with your life in
high school.

Ely will be
beginning his

career as a
firefighter while
attending OTC.

ELY
CAUFIELD

The main thing
athletics has taught

me is the
importance of

setting a goal and
sticking to it. My
coaches keep me
accountable and
motivated me to

keep working hard.

"Keppner is a young man who is not
only talented, but is a hard worker as
well. Last season he placed fourth at
Districts and qualified for Sectionals,"
Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Seventh grade
because I enjoyed
running and thought it
would be fun to
compete.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your
time at Nixa?

> Being at meets and
hanging out with and
cheering on  friends 

For people who don’t
know me, I am

volunteer firefighter.
During this crisis,
I’ve wanted to help
others who are less

fortunate than I
health wise so I have.

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Shot Put

KEPPNER
BARKER

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Pole Vaulter/400

> I’m willing to push
myself even when I
know it will hurt.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Band, Ceramics, and
lots of running outside
of school.

What impact had
COVID-19 had on you?

> I was really looking
forward to vaulting this

and other vaulters as
we compete.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Training hard and
seeing improvement as
a result.

What is your greatest
strength?

into getting a
scholarship to vault in
college but because of
COVID-19 I was unable
to compete and clear
the heights I had
wanted to clear.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

never have found
otherwise. If nothing
else, you’ll learn a cool
new skill.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Thanks guys! It was
great to hang out with
you guys, work hard,
and get better. You
were a super solid
team.

"This would have been Ely's first
season with us. He participated in
football for four years. He was really
starting to show promise in shot put,"
Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> This year was the
first year I attempted
track. With it being
senior year and
pressure from my
peers, family, and
coaches to give it a
shot (no pun intended)
I decided to join.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> I enjoyed learning 

> Football

What is your greatest
strength?

> My determination.
For me, I had to learn
something new and
learn it quick. A lot of
people have three plus
years experience on
me and I had to catch
up by pure
determination.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

the curve of being
taught something I
have never done
before. I’ve seen it
done on TV and it
looked simple but boy I
was wrong.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> By far Pirates of the
Caribbean.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> My time was short
lived but that didn’t 
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This sport and the
coaches have

impacted my life by
showing me how

compassionate and
accepting people

can be. This was my
first year doing

track and everyone
accepted me.

Track feels like an
escape to me and it

makes me forget
about all the

worries of the
world and without
it, I would be the

athlete I am.

KYLE
HIRSCH

LUKE 
KERR

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field
800 M Runner

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Hurdler

"Kyle joined the team this spring for
the first time. Just in the short time I
had with him I could tell he had a great
attitude and work ethic, and that he
would have added to our team's
success," Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> This spring because I
had friends who were
doing it and wanted to
stay active.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Being able to be with
friends and push each
other to get better at
whatever we were
doing each day.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Soccer and National
Honor Society.

What is your greatest
strength?

> My even-keel nature.

as involved with
friends and family. It
has also affected me
by taking away a lot of
time that I would have
spent being active and
socializing with new
people in the program.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Pirates of the
Caribbean.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I have played video
games, occasionally
seen friends and
worked out. I am
missing seeing all of
my friends at school
and out of school and
not being able to see
some of the people
that I would generally
only see at school.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> I would be
quarantined with
Carter Stoetzel
because I am good
friends with him and
have common
interests.

What will you miss most
about your time at
Nixa?

> Seeing friends in
school and at practice.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Savor your time with
your friends and
teammates and have
fun.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Thank you all for
being so accepting of
me and helping me
through my first year
of track. 

Kyle will be
attending

Missouri S&T
majoring in
Mechanical

Engineering.

What is your all-
time favorite track and
field memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> Running my one
minute 400 in our time
trials.

What impact had
COVID-19 had on you?

> It has impacted me
by making me stay
inside more and not be  

"Luke has participated for us all
throughout high school and has come
along way since freshman year. This
year I believed he would improve even
more and had something special to
show everyone," Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> I started because
everyone in my family
played it and a lot of
my friends were
involved in it. I started
running my event
because of Coach
Perez.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> I can be around my
friends and the 

atmosphere the
coaches create for us.
It makes it feel like
we're all a family.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Frozen.

me really miss the
season.

What impact had
COVID-19 had on you?

> This year I put in so
much time in the
offseason and I 

What is your all-
time favorite track and
field memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> A home meet that we
had my sophomore
year and all my friends
were gathered on the
Eagle and it was a
beautiful day, and I ran
the best race I had that
season. I love looking
back on that day
because it just makes
me happy and makes 

Luke will be
attending college

studying to
become a

Pediatrician.

changed my diet and
lost 15 pounds. I really
was looking forward to
this season and now
that there's a chance I
won't get to run it
makes me feel empty. 

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I've worked
constantly and I have
been keeping up on
my track workouts.
What I miss the most is
being around my
friends and track.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Will Kershaw
because he's my best
friend and has always
been there for me.

What impact has track
and field and the
coaches played in your
life and why?

> Without the coaches,
I wouldn't be who I am.

What will you miss most
about your team and is
there anything you
would like to tell them?

> The coaches and
running against my
friends. I can't imagine
not running with the
amazing people I run
with at Nixa. 

> Thank you for
everything, for
believing in me, for not
giving up on me and
for always being there. 

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Don't take anything
for granted and enjoy
every moment you
have with your friends
at school because
before you know it it's
all going to be over.



I feed off of running
because it not only

strengthens my
body, but more than
anything my mind.

COVID-19 hasn’t
affected my training
or my mind, maybe

school. It’s only
made me stronger.

Will's running
and academic

career will
continue at

Drury.

Brendan will be
attending

Missouri State.

My greatest strength
is that I always want

to compete and do
the best that I can.

WILL
KERSHAW

BRENDAN
LOVECAMP

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field
Distance/Relay

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Jumper

"Will has been with us since his
freshman year and is an exceptional
young man and a very hard worker. 
He trained with the sprinters and mid-
distance. He appears in our Top-10
four times: No. 1 (4x400), No. 4 (2000
Steeplechase), No. 8 (4x400) and No. 9
(800 Run)," Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Freshman year
because Coach
Brumley talked to me
as if he saw potential in
me. He was the first
coach or teacher at
Nixa that ever believed
in me and I wanted to
make him proud.

What is your greatest
strength?

is running with the
4x400 meter relay at
State and breaking
the school record. My
greatest achievement
is running a 15:51 in
the 5k and placing
fourth at state in the
4x400.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Cross Country.

> Running.

What is your all-
time favorite track and
field memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> My favorite memory

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would
it be and why?

> Luke Kerr. We’ve
known each other
since kindergarten
and he’s always had 

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I’ve been training. No
regrets.

What impact has track
and field and the
coaches played in your
life and why?

> Coach Brumley has
had the single greatest
impact on my running
career. He’s the first
coach to ever believe
in me and put faith in
me when I was
unknown as a runner. I
will forever be grateful
for Brumley
introducing me to the
sport of running.
Exercise and running
has allowed me to
push through some of
the toughest moments
in my life up to this
point. I don’t know
where I’d be without it.

What will you miss most
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> I will miss everyone
I’ve grown up with and 

running. Those people
won’t be with me in
college. I’ll simply miss
being around the
people that I’ve always
known.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Examine and test the
Bible. Our hearts were
created by God and
the only thing that will
be able to fill the void
in our hearts is Jesus. 

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Keep moving
forward.

"Brendan has competed since his
freshman year. His main events are the
Long and Triple Jump, and he has
really improved over the last three
years. He has always had a great
attitude and willingness to help the
team however he can," Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Seventh grade as a
way to get faster for
football and as another
sport that I could
compete in.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

>  Meeting new people
at track meets and
getting to compete
against everyone.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Lion King.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

>  Football

What is your all-
time favorite track and
field memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> My favorite memory
from track is when I
got a new PR in the
Triple Jump at the
Ozark Meet my junior
year.

What impact has 

COVID-19 had on you?

> The lack of practices
has definitely caused
me to be more lazy
and I have not been
working out as much
as I should be.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I have mostly just
played video games
and I am missing
getting to go to track
meets the most.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> I would want to be
quarantined with Alex
Wentz the most
because he is one of
my best friends and we
could have fun.

What impact has track
and field and the
coaches played in your
life and why?

> I think the track and
field as a whole has
made me a better
athlete. Track is a lot
harder than some
people realize and
track has even passed
football as my favorite
sport to play.

What will you miss most
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> The track team was
like a family to me and
I will miss all of them
as well as that family
dynamic. 

What would you like to
tell your team?

> I miss all of you.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Always push yourself
and never stop trying
your hardest. Even if
there are more
athletically gifted
people than you, you
can always outwork
them.
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Josh will be going
to school to

become a Nurse.

Ethan will be
getting ready for

college and
everything set up

to start his
career.

"Josh has been a varsity competitor 
for us since his freshman year, where
he place seventh at Districts. Then
improved to second at both districts
and Sectionals, earning him a berth to
State. He suffered a devastating injury
the next fall and worked extremely
hard to be able to compete his junior
year, and did well. He had a terrific 
off-season and I am confident he
would've returned back to state,"
Coach Brumley.

JOSH 
ODOM
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Track has shown me
that there will be

ups and downs, but
in the end,

persistence will
make you

victorious.

Track and the
coaches have really
built my discipline

and self-control.

ETHAN
SHEPHERD

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Thrower

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Hurdler

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> I began track and
field my freshman year
because of my friend
Elliott convincing me to
try track and I caved
and it ended up being
one of the best
decisions of my life.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> I enjoy competing
and it's a great stress
reliever.

What is your greatest
strength?

> Knowing I can be
great.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> My favorite memory
and achievement is
going to State
sophomore year with
some of my closest
friends.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> It has made it so I
can't see any of my
friends, stripped me of
wonderful memories I
could be sharing with
my teammates and
friends, and altogether
taken one of the most
memorable parts of
my life away. No
games and no practice
has made me upset. I
worked hard this off-
season because last
year I didn't get the
success I wanted.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I have just worked
out and played video
games, there's not
much else I can do. I
miss seeing my friends
and socializing with
those I care about the
most.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Will Kershaw
because he's a lifelong
best friend. I've known
him since I was young
and we grew very close
In middle school.

What will you miss most
about your team and
Nixa in general and is
there anything you
would like to tell them?

> I will miss competing
with my friends, seeing
their successes,
celebrating with them
and going to team
dinners after long
meets.

> God’s got a great
plan for all of you. I
wish all the best of luck
in next year's track
season. Thank you for
investing your time
into some random kid
for four years. 

"Ethan joined us as a junior and  even
though he has only competed for two
years, he has definitely made an impact
on our team. He is one of our many
multi-sport athletes and has shown
real courage overcoming injuries in 
the past," Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> I wanted to expand
my variety of sports.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Getting to run and
not having to rely on a
team to get your
medal.

What is your greatest
strength?

> Being light on my
feet and being able to
alternate legs.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Wrestling.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Frozen 2.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> It would have to be
being informed that I
was going to be able to
run track after a
devastating injury.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> It’s opened up my
schedule so I’ve been
able to take on more
hours at work and
become an adult. The
lack of games and 

practices has affected
me by not allowing me
to see where I rank
among others.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I’ve earned money
and got some
conditioning in. I’m
missing the track and
hurdles.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Coach Perez.

What will you miss most
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> I’ll miss most that I
didn’t get to play a full
season of any sport my
senior year.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Give it your all and
treat everyday like
your last because you 

don’t know when it will
be your last. Every day
you walk into practice
anything could
happen. We take every
day for granted and
that’s what I did with
wrestling and one
takedown and it was
over for me.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Thank you, coaches.



Track has shown me
that the amount of
work/effort I put

into the sport will
directly correlate to
the results I receive. 

Running has given
me a lot of good
memories and

friends. My coaches
have always been

there for me and my
goals which really

keeps me motivated.

JARED
SPENCE

CARTER
STOEZEL

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field
Sprinter/Relay

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field
Distance/Relay

"Jared has been a sprinter for since his
freshman year, specializing in the
relays. He is a tremendous competitor
and integral teammate. He brings his
best effort to everything he does and by
doing so raises the abilities around
him," Coach Brumley.

"This would have been Carter's first
season with the track and field team,
but he also competed on our cross
country team, where he was a three-
time recipient of the 'Gene Hamon-
He's Got Guts' Award'. This award is
voted on by the team and given to the
athlete who shows great toughness
over the course of the year," Coach
Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> The first year I ran
track was freshman
year. I joined because
both my dad and
brother ran and they
loved it. Also, I wanted
to get faster for
football and I knew
track would help me
with that.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> I love how laid back it
is. I'm used to three
hour long, rigorous
football practices.
Track was completely
different from that and
provided me with a fun
environment to better 

myself physically.

What is your greatest
strength?

> My hard working
nature. I give my
absolute best in
whatever I put my
mind to.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Football, National 

Honor Society and
Student Council.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your
time at Nixa?

> My favorite memory
in track is qualifying
and running at the 

Kansas Relays with the
4x200 team.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> This whole pandemic
has brought about a
lot of disappointment
to an already rough
year. The last quarter
of senior year is the
most memorable and I
won't have that.
However, in the midst
of all this, I've learned
that it could always be
worse. I'm really trying
to find the positives
and just see the
brighter side of things.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I've done a lot of
things outside. I try to
work out everyday,
these workouts could
be anything from push
ups and pull ups to
doing a track workout
or even just hiking. I
also have started
drawing which is a cool
way to get my creative
juices flowing.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Luke Kerr because
he's a funny dude.

What will you miss
about your team and is
there anything you
would like to tell them?

> All the laughs. Thank
you for the good times.
Also,thank you Coach
Brumley for the
teaching and
encouragement on
and off the field. Our
hallway conversations
meant a lot to me.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Take nothing for
granted. Enjoy each
day as if it was your
last.

Jared will be
attending

Evangel and
plans to study

Physical
Therapy.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> This is my first year in
track. I decided to join
because I wanted to 
try track before I
graduated.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Spending time with
my teammates.

What is your greatest
strength?

> I have a lot of
perseverance.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Mulan

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Cross Country, Math
Honor Society,

National Honor
Society, Science Club,
Interact Club and Deca.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your
time at Nixa?

> My all-time favorite
memory about track is
cracking jokes with
friends during warm
up.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> With the track
season being canceled,
I will not be able to
show all the work I
have been putting into
running. I have just
been watching Netflix
and Hulu. The lack of
practices means I don't
get to spend time with
my teammates before I
graduate.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Kyle Hirsch because
we have been good
friends for a while and
we always have a good
time when we
hangout.

What will you miss
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> Spending time with
my teammates.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

> Get involved in as
much as possible in
your sport because
your season will end
sooner than you
expect.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> I would tell my
teammates that it has
been so much fun with
them and I will cherish
all the memories I have
with them and my
coaches that they have
really impacted my
growth as an athlete
and as a person.

Carter will be
attending

Missouri State 
 and will be in the
Honors College.
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My advice to the
underclass is 100%
of you is nothing to

1% of the team.
Make sure you guys

are all there for
each other.

My advice to the
underclassmen is to
be patient and give

your best effort
100% of the time.

You do not get
better overnight.

EROS
SUSTAITA

MATT
VORSE

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field
Distance/Relay

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Thrower

"Eros is a three-year lettermen for us
and competes in distance and mid-
distance events. He placed 12th at State
as junior in the 1600 M Run. He
appears in our Top-10 six times: No. 1
(3200 Run), No. 2 (2000 Steeplechase),
No. 3 (1600 Run), No. 4 and No. 8
(4x400) and No. 8 (800 Run). I have no
doubt that Eros would've finished No. 1
All-Time in the 1600 this season,"
Coach Brumley.

"Matt came out and joined our team
freshman year and settled with the
throwers. He is one of the most
respectful young men I have ever
coached and he does a great job
working with our young throwers. He
is one of the hardest working athletes
at Nixa," Coach Brumley.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Junior high, mainly
because my dad was
the coach and he
wanted me to do it. It
eventually became
something I loved.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> The people.

What is your greatest
strength?

> Middle
distance/distance
events.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your
time at Nixa?

> 2018 Sectionals
4x800 qualifying for
State. We were about
50-70m behind the
leaders going into the
last leg. Blake Procell
ran close to a 1:53 split
to qualify our team.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> Besides track and
school, it hasn't
impacted me very
much. I'm still able to 

do school and even
have more time to
workout and relax. I
still practice on my
own so that's not an
issue. Besides not
having the track meets
which sucks, it's just
how it is.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> School, training and
playing video games
and any other
spontaneous hobby I
have.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Wes Hatman
because we could
workout together and
also we could play
video games.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Cross Country and
National Honor
Society.

What impact has track
and field and the
coaches played in your
life and why?

> Just by being
supportive and
understanding unlike
more mainstream
sports in my opinion.

What will you miss
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> The people on the
team.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> I am happy that I got
to represent Nixa and
the people in this
community. I would
give anything to relive
some of the moments
I've been through with
this team.

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Eighth grade with
hopes of staying in
shape for the coming
football season. It
became much more
than a workout or
something to keep me
busy. It became a fun
part of my school
experience.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> I enjoy the family-like
group I work with the
most. We all get along
(usually) and always
find ways to have fun
while getting better at
the same time.

What is your greatest
strength?

> My determination.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> Football and Band.

What is your favorite
Disney Movie?

> Pirates of the
Caribbean.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory during your
time at Nixa?

> Cracking jokes with
the team on bus rides.

What impact has COVID-
19 had on you?

> It has made my
procrastination worse.
It has made me a bit
lonely, since I can't see
my friends. The lack of
track time has made
me slow down on
working out, especially
without our weight
room. I have to find
new motivators.

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> I've run more than
I'm used to. I miss
being with my friends
and seeing my great
teachers/coaches.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Ely Caufield. He and I
are good friends. We
don't like boring so
we're always doing
funny things or
competitive things. We
both work hard to 

make each other
better.

What impact has track
and field and the
coaches played in your
life and why?

> My coaches have
taught me to have a
tough mentality.
They've also helped
me realize my worst
enemy is usually
myself. Sometimes I
can go too fast or try
too hard without using
my head. They've
helped me learn I have
to keep my head in
check, even in the
craziest or fastest of
scenarios.

What will you miss most
about your team?

> Seeing my friends
and coaches.

Eros is
continuing his

running  career
at Missouri-KC
and majoring

Chemistry.

Matt will be
attending College
of the Ozarks and

studying
Crimminal

Justice.



Alex will be
attending

Missouri State.

There are many opportunities for you and your business to be recognized throughout the district.
To learn about these opportunities and more, contact Tricia Chapman at

triciachapman@nixaschools.net or 417-983-0314.

"Alex began his career as a sprinter and
jumper and finished it as an All-State
Javelin thrower, where he placed
eighth a year ago and ranks him No. 8
All-Time. He is a leader for us on and
off the track and we will certainly miss
his leadership because he was one of
our guys that led by example. He is a
great mentor to our younger athletes,"
Coach Brumley.

Track has gotten me
to change my habits

in my sport which
in changed my
mentality of all
sports and life.

ALEX
WENTZ

Nixa Eagles 
Track and Field

Sprinter/Thrower

When do you begin track
and field and why?

> Eighth grade because
I wanted to be a part of
something.

What do you enjoy most
about track and field?

> Seeing how I can
change my body to do
better in the sport and
by getting stronger and
faster.

What is your greatest
strength?

> My aggressiveness in
my throw.

Are you involved in any
other extracurricular
activities?

> National Honor
Society.

What is your all-time
favorite track and field
memory and
achievement during
your time at Nixa?

> Getting fourth at
sectionals so I was able

to go to State and I
threw my best throw
that day at 163ft-10in

What have you done
during your time in
quarantine and what
are you missing most?

> Watched movies and
played video games. I
miss see people.

If you were to be
quarantined with one
teammate, who would it
be and why?

> Luke Kerr because he
can always make me
laugh.

What will you miss most
about your team and
Nixa in general?

> I will miss the bonds
that I could’ve made
with new people.

What is your advice to
the underclassmen?

>  Do not procrastinate
in sports and take the 

off-season seriously if
you want to go to
college or do good at
your sport, either by
lifting, getting faster or
working in the sport’s
fundamentals itself.

What will you miss most
about your team?

> Seeing my friends
and coaches.

What would you like to
tell your team?

> Thank you all for
nothing but positive
vibes and I wish we
could’ve had this year
to break some
records.
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